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Dear Neighbors,

In less than a month, my colleagues and I will be returning to the
Capitol for the Second Regular Session of the 103rd General
Assembly. I have pre-filed a piece of legislation that provides a
state supplement for public schools to hire a school nurse and a
mental health professional as I have filed each year that I have
served. In 2024, it finally got a hearing and passed out of
committee unanimously; however, it didn’t make it through the
entire legislative process before the session ended. Hopefully, it
will be referred to a committee for a hearing in the upcoming
session. Ultimately, I will continue to work on filing legislation
like this one and others that support our most vulnerable
populations.

I am so honored to be your representative for District 22. This sense of honor has been accompanied by
moments of deep reflection about the state of our state, and a deep reflection about the state of our union. Sadly,
both governments have precipitated an ongoing pattern of drama and chaos. To the contrary, many of you have
responded by advocating for a more just, fair, and inclusive state/country. I’'m so grateful to have constituents
like you who collaborate with me to protect our democracy and provide genuine service to our neighbors who
need it most.

I know that navigating state government can often be overwhelming, but we are here to help. Attached in the
bottom of this newsletter is information that highlights the good deeds being done by people all over the district.
Please share the information as you deem appropriate. If you have concerns or questions, call or email me at
Yolanda.young@house.mov.gov, or my legislative assistant, Rita Simpson at rita.simpson@house.mo.gov, (573)
751-3129We will get back to you as soon as possible.

In the spirit of the season, I wish you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah, and

Happy Kwanzaa!

Yours in service,
Representative Yolanda Young



CAPITOL NEWS

30.

Big Tax Cut Causes Sharp Drop in State Revenue
Collections

Legislation the Republican-controlled Missouri General
Assembly passed in May to eliminate state taxes on capital
tax is causing general revenue collections for the current
fiscal year to crater — just as Democratic lawmakers had
predicted. As a result, state budget officials now expect the
state to collect about $410 million less than originally
expected for the current fiscal year, which runs through June



The original consensus revenue estimate for FY 2026 anticipated 1.6 percent general revenue
growth over the prior year and total collections of $13.56 billion. The revised FY 2026 CRE
Gov. Mike Kehoe announced yesterday anticipates a 2.1 percent decline in general revenue,
with expected collections of $13.15 billion. Budget officials in the governor’s office and
majority party in the legislature typically agree to a CRE ahead of the upcoming budget cycle to
ensure all sides are working from the same numbers.

With such a significant drop in general revenue collections that lawmakers didn’t account for
when crafting the current state budget this spring, it could force Kehoe, a Republican, to
unilaterally institute mid-year spending cuts. Although he hasn’t yet announced any such plans,
they could come when he delivers the annual State of the State address before a joint legislative
session on Jan. 13.

Kehoe also will present his proposed state operating budget for FY 2027 at that time. The FY
2027 CRE calls for 3.8 percent growth over the revised FY 2026 estimate. Although that seems
robust at a glance, that’s only because its being calculated off a sharply reduced base. While the

$13.65 billion in revenue for FY 2027 is $500 million higher than the revised FY 2026 CRE,
it’s just $90 million more than what the state originally expected to collect for the year.

Despite the collapsing state revenues, Kehoe appears undeterred in his plan to ask lawmakers
to phase out state income taxes, which currently account for about 71 percent of state revenue
collections. Kehoe has not specified how the state would replace such a huge amount of
revenue, but the only viable option would be a massive expansion of state sales taxes. That not
only would increase prices but shift the tax burden from wealthy to less affluent taxpayers.

Columbia District Sues to Block Expansion of Charter Schools

The Columbia Public Schools filed a lawsuit on Dec. 15 challenging the constitutionality of a
2024 state law authorizing outside groups to establish charter schools in Boone County. The



legal action, filed in Cole County Circuit Court, comes as a Kansas City-based charter school
operator seeking to open one in Columbia.

Charter schools are public schools that operate free of many of the state education regulations
that apply to traditional public schools’ districts. Since being authorized by state law in the late
1990s, charter schools had been limited to the Kansas City and St. Louis City districts or school
systems that had lost their state accreditation.

However, a provision of Senate Bill 727, a massive omnibus education measure enacted in
2024, expanded charters to Boone County — but no other Missouri counties. Since school
systems in the county are neither large urban districts nor academically deficient, Columbia’s
lawsuit alleges the provision violates the Missouri Constitution’s prohibition against “special
laws” that apply to one or a few jurisdictions while excluding similar jurisdictions without a
rational basis.

The reason for expanding charters only to Boone County appears to be that then-Senate
President Pro Tem Caleb Rowden, R-Columbia, wanted them authorized in his home county.
The political desire of one lawmaker, the lawsuit notes, doesn’t provide the rational basis for a
special law.

In addition, the lawsuit cites a constitutional provision requiring a proposed special law to be
posted in the affected jurisdiction at least 30 days prior to the bill being filed. No such notice
regarding the charter school law was ever posted in Boone County.

Because charter schools are funded by siphoning tax revenue from their local public school
district, Columbia alleges the district would suffer substantial financial harm should a charter be
approved to operate locally. The district is asking the judge to declare the charter expansion
provision of SB 727 unconstitutional and block the Missouri State Board of Education from
approving the application for a charter school in Columbia.



No hearing had yet been arranged in the matter as of Dec. 18. The case is Columbia 93 School
District, aka Columbia Public Schools, et al., v. State of Missouri, et al.

Judge Puts Ruling on Referendum Petition Signatures on Hold

A Cole County judge will indefinitely postpone ruling on whether local election officials must
count about one-third of the more than 305,000 signatures submitted on a referendum petition
to force a statewide vote on whether Missouri’s newly re-gerrymandered congressional districts
should take effect.

In apparent violation of the Missouri Constitution, Secretary of State Hoskins, a Republican,
unilaterally declared he won’t accept signatures collected before he certified the petition on Oct.
14, even though the 90-day constitutional window for collecting signatures opened Sept. 12 —
the final day of the special legislative session at which the congressional redistricting measure,
House Bill 1, was enacted. Hoskins’ claim affects about 103,000 signatures.

People Not Politicians, the campaign group responsible for the referendum petition, sued to
force Hoskins to accept all signatures from registered Missouri voters gathered during the entire
constitutional collection period. After several delays, a trial in the case was held on Dec. 8, just
days before the deadline for turning in signatures.

While a quick ruling had been expected, Circuit Judge Christopher Limbaugh, a Republican,

instead issued an order Dec. 12 delaying final action in the case to see if the HB 1 referendum
qualifies for the Nov. 3 ballot based on verification of the remaining 202,000 signatures.
Roughly 110,000 valid signatures are needed.



“Conceivably, this could be enough signatures to place the referendum on the ballot thereby
mooting the issues presented in the case at bar,” Limbaugh wrote. “Therefore, the court will
hold this case in abeyance until the requisite number of signatures have been certified or up
until enough signatures have been rejected so as to prevent plaintiffs’ referendum from
appearing on the ballot.”

Since HB 1 was constitutionally suspended from taking effect pending the signature verification
process, Limbaugh’s delay should have no immediate impact. However, Hoskins has falsely
claimed that, despite the filing of the referendum petitions, the new congressional districts took
effect Dec. 11 and should be used when candidate filing for the Aug. 4 party primaries opens
Feb. 24. A lawsuit challenging that declaration is expected if steps are taken to implement HB 1.

The Republican-controlled General Assembly enacted the unprecedented, off-cycle
redistricting bill on orders from President Donald Trump, who commanded GOP-
led states to engage in an unscheduled round of redistricting in a desperate bid to
help the party retain its bare majority in the U.S. House of Representatives in the
2026 midterm elections.

HB 1 seeks to carve up the heavily Democratic 5th District based in Kansas City to give
Republicans an advantage in seven of Missouri’s eight congressional districts. In addition to the
referendum petition to block HB 1 from taking effect, several lawsuits have been filed
challenging the bill’s constitutionality. The case relating to the petition counts is People Not
Politicians, et al., v. Missouri Secretary of State Denny Hoskins.



Supreme Court Denies State’s Appeal in Abortion Case

Without comment, the Missouri Supreme Court on Dec. 16 denied Attorney General Catherine
Hanaway’s appeal of lower court rulings indefinitely blocking enforcement of several anti-
abortion laws. As a result, the laws will remain on hold until a Jackson County Circuit Court
judge issues a final decision in the case, which is scheduled for trial in January.

Judge Jerri Zhang put the laws on hold earlier this year, finding plaintiffs are likely to prevail on
their claims that the laws violate protections for reproductive rights Missouri voters added to the
state constitution last year. She also held plaintiffs will suffer immediate harm if the laws
remain in effect while the litigation is pending. The Missouri Court of Appeals Western District
unanimously upheld Zhang’s ruling in October.

Planned Parenthood, Missouri’s remaining abortion provider, sued the state late last year,
alleging that the new constitutional protections rendered several existing statutory restrictions
unconstitutional. The laws Zhang has blocked include a mandatory 72-hour abortion waiting
period and several strict licensing requirements that apply to abortion clinics but no other
outpatient surgical clinics.

The Supreme Court let the lower court decisions stand in an unsigned order. The underlying
case 1s Comprehensive Health of Planned Parenthood Great Plains v. State of Missouri.

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES



FREE CHRISTMAS EVE LUNCH GALA & ENTERTAINMENT
FOR RESIDENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

EMMANUEL CENTER
4736 Prospect, Kansas City, MO. 64130

PLEASE HELP US BY ASSISTING FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A
IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: DONATION PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

Toys for Kids ages 6 months to 16 yrs, Gift Cards
for Teenagers, Bluetooth Speakers, Bikes, 2 (8 1 6 ) 9 2 1‘ 3 1 6 4
Monetary Donations, Make -Up Kits, Volunteering,
Kids Clothes — All Sizes, Coats, Hats, & Gloves, PRESENTED BY: - ~
Sweatpants & Sweatshirts for Adults, etc. l 't m \ r\ v

Give the Gift of Joy Any Gift Any Size




EJEI{B Mental Health FI

WHO SHOULD
KNOW MENTAL
HEALTH FIRST AID?

Programming in support of ivanhoe's ‘Safety & Resilience’ initiative that promotes
healthy habits, encourages social cohesion, and reduces risk of violence.

IVANHOE NEIGHBORHOOD

HARVEST
DAY

CALLING ALL VEGGIE LOVERS!

All produce will be freshly picked,
washed and given away.

Harvest days are subject to
produce availability and only
while supplies last.

Donations will be accepted.

HEALTH

swope
' B

Need Health
Insurance?

Our Medicaid Enroliment Specialists can help you

You may qualify for

e Medicaid Insurance for your child

* Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

* Medicaid Insurance if you are pregnant

* Medicaid Insurance if you are a woman 18-59
years old

Get Help Today!

Call 816-599-5653 or
816-599-5654.

@ Spanish speaking specialists available upon request

Need Health
Care?

We offer complete héalth care for women and
children from newborns to adults. You may qualify
for reduced cost or no cost services. We offer
* Well-Woman Exams and Family Planning
e Pregnancy Testing
* Prenatal and Postpartum Care
Well Child Care and Immunizations
Newborn Care
wiC
Care for iliness and chronic conditions
Screenings for diseases such as Diabetes, HIV,
Hepatitis C, Sexually Transmitted Diseases
* Eye Care, Dental Care, Mental Health,
Mammograms, and more
For information or to schedule an appointment, call
OB/GYN Clinic: 816-599-5353
Pediatric Clinic: 816-599-5331
WIC: 816-922-1080
Dental Clinic: 816-599-5731
Eye Clinic: 816-599-5465

www.swopehealth.org (f [v)©

GET 2 LOADS OF LAUNDRY
WASHED AND DRIED FOR

EVERY WEDNESDAY

1AM -2PM

WALNUT PLACE LAUNDROMAT

4241 WALNUT ST,

KANSAS CITY, MO 64111

SREACH

EMPATHETIC CRISIS RESPONSE

816-513-6010
kemo.gov/REACH




Kansas City Area Food Pantries

A Food pantries and food banks play a key role in addressing food insecurity
o ‘ in the state of Missouri. Food insecurity is described by the United States
Department of Agriculture as “access by all people at all times to enough
food for an active, healthy life.”

According to reports from the University of Missouri, almost 780,000 Missourians are food
insecure while an additional 356,000 are experiencing hunger or very low food insecurity.
Reports from Feeding Missouri states that there are 6 major food banks in our state that
distributes over 120 million pounds of food every year through over 1,500 community feeding
programs located across the state. As mentioned, food banks and pantries play a major role in
reducing immediate hunger and food insecurity — but they alone cannot solve the ever-
increasing problem of hunger. This will take a collaborative effort of individuals, private,
nonprofit, and public sectors. In my view, there needs to be major policy responses that address
the root causes of food insecurity.

If you know someone who needs food assistance, PLEASE CLICK THE ICON ABOVE to
explore potential resources and share the information with them.

Additional Food Pantries and Food Distribution Centers

Fellowship Right Baptist Church Eunice Nevels Food Pantry
4700 Pittman Road
KCMO 64133 816-492-5958

Distribution hours 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Central Presbyterian Church Pantry & Clothes Closet
3501 Campbell Street


https://foodpantries.org/ci/mo-kansas_city

KCMO 64109 816-931-2515

Wednesdays 9a.m.-11a.m.

Harvesters Community Food Network
3801 Topping Avenue
KCMO 64129 816-929-3000

Seton Center
2816 E. 23rd Street
KCMO 64127 816-231-3955

Social Services, Dental Services, and Older Adult Services. Social Services includes a food
pantry that provides food plus essential personal hygiene items (deodorant, soap, toilet paper,
etc.), a thrift store with clothing vouchers, and assistance with rent, utilities, and prescription
medication and eyeglasses. Social Services and Older Adult Services are restricted to an area in
Kansas City, Missouri

Greater Metropolitan Food Pantry/Homeless Ministry

3735 Wabash Avenue

KCMO 64109 913-278-7741

Food Pantry distribution hours 3rd Saturday of each month 10a.m. -12p.m.

Food Pantry with Nonperishable food and toiletries

Bishop Sullivan Center Food Pantry
3936 Troost Avenue

KCMO 64110 816-561-8515
M-Thursday 9: a.m.-12p.m.



(open you need a pantry card-to get one if you are a first timer — bring picture ID, ss card for all
members in the house and a piece of mail with your address on it)

Della Lamb Community Food Pantry

500 Woodland Avenue

KCMO 64106 816-842-8040

Harvester's Mobile Food Distribution at Calvary Chapel Church of God in Christ
5101 Bristol Avenue

Kansas City, MO — 64129 Phone: (816) 877-1992

Pantry hours Wednesday 6p.m.-7p.m. the first Friday of each month Harvester’s big truck
9a.m.-1la.m.

St. Paul's Food Pantry
11 East 40th Main Street
Kansas City, MO — 64111 Phone: (816) 931-2850

Wednesday 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m.-11a.m. Open (They are not open on the 3rd
Saturday of each month)

Covenant Presbyterian Church Food Pantry

5931 Swope Parkway

Kansas City, MO — 64130 Phone: (816) 444-3693
Open Tuesday and Thursday 10a.m.-12p.m.

Glory Church

3124 Troost Avenue

Kansas City, MO 64109 479-252-0618



An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Wednesday 12p.m.-2:30p.m.

Macedonia Baptist Church
1700 E Linwood Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-241-1431

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Wednesday 2p.m.-5p.m.

Victorious Life Church
3400 Paseo Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-561-3619

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home. Dorothy Sorrells Food Pantry

Open Every Tuesday 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Metro Lutheran Ministry — Central
3031 Holmes Street
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-931-0027

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home. Mon 8:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Calvary Community Outreach
3002 Holmes Street
Kansas City, MO 64109 816 531-4683



Drive-Thru Food Pickup
A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your vehicle to take home.

Every Friday of each month 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Central Presbyterian Church
3501 Campbell Street
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-931-2515

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Wed 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Metropolitan Missionary B.C.

2310 Linwood Boulevard

Kansas City, MO 64109 816-923-3689

Drive-Thru Food Pickup

A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your vehicle to take home

Sat 2nd of each month 10:00 AM 12:00 PM

Linwood United Church
3151 Olive Street
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-612-5728

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Fri 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Martin Luther King Junior



2525 Euclid Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64127 816-813-0517

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to
take home.

Tue 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Open to building residents only.

LINC
2525 East 27th Street
Kansas City, MO 64127 816-805-7551

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to
take home.

Wed 11:45 AM 1:00 PM

Vernell’s Pantry
3634 Brooklyn Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64109 816-781-7901

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to
take home.
Thu 2nd, 4th of each month 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Emmanuel Family & Child

4736 Prospect Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64130 816-921-3164

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Mon 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM -Wed 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Thu 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM



Oakland Heights (Oakland Heights residents only)
2409 Michigan
Kansas City, MO 64127 816-405-8967

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Wed 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM

Pleasant Green Baptist Church
2910 E 30th Street
Kansas City, MO 64128 816-923-7814

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take
home.

Thu 1st, 3rd of each month 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Renewed Hope Pantry East
14500 E 39th Street

Independence, MO 64055 808-779-1590

Drive-Thru Food Pickup A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your
vehicle to take home

Wed 4th of each month 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Christ United Methodist Church
14506 E. 39th Street

Independence, MO 64055 816-461-1101



Drive-Thru Food Pickup A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your
vehicle to take home

Thu 3rd of each month 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM



INDEPENDENCE FOOD PANTRIES

Monday

Tuesday

NAME TIME NAME TIME

10 Mt. Washington Baptist Church 10-11:45 AM 10 Blue Hills Community Church 10 AM - 12 PM
**except 1* Mon of month **SS Cards 1x mo. Grace Place: Woods Chapel Church 10 AM =12 PM

Bishop Sullivan Truman 1-4PM

.=

or Thu, 1x month

Bishop Sullivan Truman 1-4PM

The Gathering Baptist Church 3:30-4:30 PM - Abundant Life Church 3-6PM

**1°" Mon every month

St. Mark’s United Methodist 4-6PM

Fairmount Community Center 3:30-4:30 PM “Bread of Life” Pantry, coll for appt. 816.257.1812

**1°" & 3 Mon every month

Wednesday

**1* & 3" Tues every month **bring ID

Thursday

NAME TIME NAME TIME

9 St. Mary’s Outreach Food Pantry 9AM-3PM 9 St. Mary’s Outreach Food Pantry 9AM-3PM

**bring ID & proof of oddress

**bring ID & proof of address

9:30 Renewed Hope Pantry East 9:30-10:30 AM 1:00 Bishop Sullivan Truman 1-4PM
**4" Wed every month, vehicle **SS cords/address 2:00 Christ United Methodist Church 2-4PM
Mt. Washington Baptist Church 10-11:45 AM **3 Thurs every month, vehicle
**except 1" Mon of month **SS Cards 1x mo.

Bishop Sullivan Truman 1-4PM

E. Independence Church of Christ 6:30-8PM

Susquehanna Baptist Church 3-5PM
**out of Mission’s Center on prop white garage
Grace Place: Woods Chapel Church 3 -5PM

**call 4:30-6p to reserve spot 816.461.0266 **1x a month

Friday/Sunday

Saturday

NAME TIME NAME TIME

Friday

Fairmount Comm. Outreach Pantry 11 AM-2PM

A Place of Praise 11AM-1PM **1st Saturdoy every month below

Sunday

Englewood Assembly of God 9-11:15AM
Melissa Lutheran Church Pantry 10 AM-12 PM

Life Connection Church 9AM-12 PM ** 2% Soturdoy every month below
**3" Sunday every month 816.353.4445 Grace & Truth Church 10 AM vehicle

Englewood Assembly of God 11:30 AM -

Salvation Army ~ Food Pantry Independence **need 1D &

November 2025

**3" Saturday every month below
East Side Baptist Church 7 - 8:30 AM vehicle
12 PM Life Connection SAM-12 PM

** 4" Sot every month: Renewed Hearts Food Pantry coll for schedule 816.655.8625

proof of address Bread Line: M-F 1-3p Pantry Hours: M/W/F 9-11a & 1-3p




Willis Chapel AME

 Geghlers bt

Matthew 25:35
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you

gave me something to drink...”

Join us every Wednesday evening for a time of food, and
fellowship.

Hot Meals Served

Enjoy a delicious,home-cooked meal and
good company.

Community Pantry
Take home pantry staples and groceries to help

feed your family
through the week.

5332 S. Benton Ave, Kansas City, MO
Wednesdays, 6:00 PM — 7:00 PM
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