
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

There is no doubt that bad things happen in this world. 

Despite the overwhelming news coverage of frightening 

events and the bad things that are happening, good things 

are occurring every day in states, cities, towns, and 

neighborhoods across the globe. They are occurring 

through the good deeds done by individuals and families, 

faith-based communities, and businesses in both the 

public and private sector.   

 

  

 

During this time of year I have to focus on celebrating the memories I have of my eldest son, 

Alan Young, Jr. (“AJ”) who died by firearms homicide on November 23, 2022. When I first 

received news of his death, I didn’t know if I would actually make it. However, my friends, 

family, and community helped me through the most trying time of my life by doing good deeds 

and spreading their kindness. I am grateful for that. I am grateful for the years that I had with 

my son. So, despite all the bad things that are happening in this world, there are still good things 

happening through the actions of good people.    

 

  

 

I know that navigating state government can often be overwhelming, but we are here to help. 

Attached in the bottom of this newsletter is information that highlights the good deeds being 

done by people all over the district. Please share the information as you deem appropriate. If 

you have concerns or questions, call or email me at Yolanda.young@house.mov.gov, or my 

legislative assistant, Rita Simpson at rita.simpson@house.mo.gov, (573) 751-3129. We will get 

back to you as soon as possible. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Yours in service, 

Yolanda Young 

COMMITTEES 

• Agriculture 

• Budget 

• Ethics 

• Subcommittee on Appropriations - 

Public Safety, Corrections, 

Transportation, and Revenue 

• Joint Committee on Rural 

Economic Development 

• Conference Committee on Budget 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPITOL NEWS 

 

 

Kehoe Plan Would Shift Tax Burden to Working Missourians 
 

  
 

Gov. Mike Kehoe on Nov. 11 said he intends to ask the 

Republican-controlled Missouri General Assembly to put a 

proposed constitutional amendment on the statewide ballot 

next year to authorize the gradual elimination of state 

income taxes, which currently provide more than 70 percent 

of the state’s annual general revenue collections. 
 

Lawmakers are expected to consider this proposal to begin 

phasing out the state’s individual income tax next year. The 

plan, still in development, would address the state’s 4.7% 

income tax, which generates roughly $10 billion annually, about 63% of general revenue. State 

leaders are exploring ways to offset that revenue through other sources, such as sales and 

corporate taxes, while aiming to minimize the impact on Missourians. 
 

The proposal would require voter approval, consistent with the state constitution’s requirements 

for citizen input on tax changes. House leaders have indicated the plan could be phased in over 

a decade to avoid fiscal disruption. Previous efforts to reduce or eliminate the income tax have 

raised concerns about funding for schools, roads, public safety, and state employee salaries, as 

well as the potential impact of replacing revenue through service taxes. 
 

Lawmakers are set to begin filing legislation for the 2026 session on December 1, with the 

session officially starting January 7. If approved by the General Assembly, any measure would 

go before voters in the 2026 election.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

State Treasurer Sues Revenue Department Over Tax Records 
 

 

State Treasurer Scott Fitzpatrick sued the 

Missouri Department of Revenue and its director 

on Nov.7, accusing agency officials of unlawfully 

failing to comply with subpoenas for tax records 

issued in connection with two audits. The lawsuit, 

filed in Cole County Circuit Court, asks for a 

judicial order compelled the department to 

provide the requested records. 

 

One audit involves the Missouri Works Program, which allows qualified employers to keep a 

portion of the state taxes withheld from workers’ paychecks in exchange for creating or 

retaining jobs. Fitzpatrick’s office sought certain tax records as part of a statutorily mandated 

audit of the program and eventually resorted to issuing a subpoena for them after the department 

refused. 
 

The revenue department based its refusal on a state law that generally keeps taxpayer 

information confidential. However, another law grants state auditors’ access to any government 

records deemed necessary to perform their duties. To protect sensitive information, auditors are 

subject to felony criminal charges if they improperly share confidential information. 
 

The second audit involves so-called “outlawed checks,” which is an outstanding check issued 

by the state that has not been cashed within a year. Once a check is “outlawed,” its recipient can 

still seek payment by filing a statement with the State Treasurer’s Office stating the reason why 

it wasn’t cashed and requesting a duplicate check be issued. 

  

According to the lawsuit, the actual amount of money the state has paid in duplicate checks 

increased approximately 327 percent over a period of six fiscal years, going from $1.9 million 

in FY 2019 to more than $8 million FY 2024. The audit seeks an explanation for this trend, but 

the revenue department denied auditors access to the relevant records. 
 

As of Nov. 13, the revenue department hadn’t yet filed a response to the lawsuit’s allegations. 

The case is Scott Fitzpatrick, Auditor of the State of Missouri, v. Trish Vincent, Director of the 

Missouri Department of Revenue, et al 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Court Hears Arguments Over Missouri Congressional Map Challenge 
 

Attorneys appeared Wednesday in Cole County Circuit Court to debate the legality of 

Missouri’s recently redrawn congressional map, which was passed during a September special 

session. The case centers on whether the Missouri Constitution allows lawmakers to revise 

congressional district lines mid-decade, absent new census data. 
 

 

Challengers argued that the constitution, adopted in 1945, does not grant the General Assembly 

the power to redraw districts outside the post-census process. Their argument is that the 

omission of such authority was deliberate and that courts should ensure lawmakers do not 

exceed their constitutional powers. 
 

 

State attorneys countered that, because the constitution does not explicitly prohibit mid-decade 

redistricting, lawmakers retain the authority to adjust districts. They noted that district 

boundaries are a political question, and courts should avoid intervening unless the constitution 

expressly forbids legislative action. 
 

 

Judge Christopher Limbaugh has allowed attorneys ten days to file proposed judgments, with 

no decision expected until after those filings. The case is one of six pending across Missouri 

courts, including challenges from the Missouri NAACP and Jackson County regarding the 

map’s legality and the possibility of a public referendum. 
 

 

The constitutional requirement mandates that congressional districts be redrawn after the census 

to ensure equal population and compact, continuous territory. The current map was set in 2022 

following the 2020 census, and the legal debate now hinges on whether lawmakers may act 

outside that timeline. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Missouri Submits Rural Health Transformation Plan to CMS 
 

The State of Missouri has submitted its Rural Health Transformation (RHT) plan to the Centers 

for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), aiming to improve healthcare access, quality, and 

sustainability in rural communities. Developed collaboratively by the Missouri Department of 

Social Services (DSS) in partnership with the Departments of Health and Senior Services 

(DHSS) and Mental Health (DMH), as well as local healthcare stakeholders, the plan seeks to 

create a coordinated, long-term approach to rural healthcare. 
 

Key components of the RHT plan include improving access by connecting rural providers, 

pharmacies, public health agencies, and digital health tools through regional networks; 

expanding availability of primary care, behavioral health, and maternity services while 

strengthening specialty care via telehealth; and enhancing provider sustainability through local 

collaboration and incentives tied to improved health outcomes. 
 

The MO HealthNet Division of DSS is leading the application effort, which, if approved, would 

provide funding through a five-year cooperative agreement. CMS is expected to notify 

participating states by December 31, 2025. The plan represents a coordinated effort to 

strengthen Missouri’s rural healthcare system for the long term.  

 

For more information on Missouri's RHT plan, please visit DSS's website, and for more on 

CMS' Rural Health Transformation Program, visit this link.  
 

 

 

 

Missouri Explores Options for Arrowhead Stadium Amid Chiefs’ Future 

Uncertainty 
 

As the Kansas City Chiefs are considering whether to renovate Arrowhead Stadium or build a 

new facility, Missouri officials have suggested potential improvements to the current stadium, 

including the possibility of a retractable roof. The idea, highlighted by state leaders this week, 

would aim to create an all-weather environment without constructing a full dome. 

 

Missouri has offered incentive packages through the Show-Me Sports Investment Act, which 

allows the state to contribute up to 50% of the cost of a new stadium or renovations. While any 

design decisions ultimately rest with the team, state officials have emphasized creative options 

to enhance the fan experience while preserving Arrowhead’s iconic atmosphere. 

 



 

 

 

The Chiefs and Kansas City Royals’ potential moves have been the focus of negotiations 

between Missouri and Kansas, with lawmakers and voters in both states weighing funding and 

tax incentives. The Chiefs have indicated that renovations to Arrowhead are under consideration 

if the team remains in Missouri, while the Royals have explored several possible locations in 

the state. 
 

 

 

 

Honoring Missouri’s Veterans and Expanding Opportunities 
 

Veterans Day offers an important reminder of the service and sacrifice of the men and women 

who have worn our nation’s uniform. Across Missouri, communities gathered to recognize those 

who answered the call to serve—honoring their courage, their families’ support, and the 

example they continue to set for future generations. From local ceremonies and school 

programs to events at the State Capitol, Missouri joined the nation in expressing gratitude to our 

veterans and reaffirming our commitment to support them in every stage of life. 
 

That commitment extends beyond words of thanks. The Missouri Department of Economic Development 

recently opened a public comment period for the Missouri Veterans and Job Opportunity Grant Program, a new 

initiative designed to encourage businesses to hire veterans and other Missourians who have faced barriers to 

employment. The program will provide grants to eligible employers and is accepting feedback from the public 

through December 12, 2025, ahead of its application period opening in January 2026. 

 

By investing in opportunities for those who served, Missouri continues to honor veterans not 

only for their past service but for the value they bring to our state’s future. 

 

Thank you to all our veterans for your service, sacrifice, and continued contributions to our 

communities. 
 

 

 

 

Missouri Reports October 2025 General Revenue Collections 

 
The State of Missouri reported net general revenue collections of $967.1 million for 

October 2025, an increase of 8.6 percent compared to October 2024, when collections 

totaled $890.9 million. Fiscal year-to-date collections for the 2026 fiscal year are $3.97 

billion, up 1.5 percent from $3.91 billion in the same period last year, according to State 

Budget Director Dan Haug. 
 



 

 

 

 

By tax type, individual income tax collections rose 8.2 percent for the month and 4.5 percent for 

the year. Sales and tax collections increased modestly by 0.7 percent for the month and 1.1 

percent for the year. Pass-through entity taxes grew slightly for the month but were down 20.7 

percent for the year. Corporate income and franchise taxes declined 6.9 percent for the month 

and 26.4 percent for the year. Other collections fell 13.9 percent for the month and 9.5 percent 

for the year, while refunds decreased 30.6 percent for October and 17.3 percent year-to-date. 
 

These figures provide a snapshot of Missouri’s revenues and can fluctuate due to various 

economic factors. 

 

 

 
 

State Supreme Court Hears Voter ID, Registration Cases 
 

The Missouri Supreme Court heard arguments Nov. 19 in two cases challenging portions of a 

2022 state law championed by Republicans to restrict voting access. The court will rule in the 

cases, both brought by the Missouri chapters of the NAACP and League of Women Voters, later. 
 

The first case challenges a provision of House Bill 1878 requiring a government-issued photo 

ID to vote. HB 1878 marked the third time the Republican-controlled Missouri General 

Assembly enacted a photo voter ID mandate. After the Supreme Court struck down the first two 

attempts for violating the voting-rights provision of the state constitution, GOP lawmakers put a 

constitutional amendment on the 2016 statewide ballot to specifically grant the legislature the 

authority to enact a voter ID requirement. Voters ratified it with 63 percent support. 
 

Despite that amendment, the plaintiffs contend that since voting is a fundamental right under 

both the state and federal constitutions, any photo voter ID requirement must still clear the high 

constitutional bar of addressing a compelling governmental interest, being narrowly tailored to 

achieve that interest and doing so by the least restrictive means. A blanket photo ID mandate for 

all voters, they argue, doesn’t pass that constitutional standard, known as “strict scrutiny,” 

especially since cases of voter impersonation are extremely rare. 
 

However, a circuit court judge dismissed the case, ruling the individual plaintiffs lacked the 

legal standing to challenge the photo ID requirement since none of them were at risk of being 

denied their right to vote because of the law since they all had a valid photo ID. As a result, the 

photo ID requirement was in effect for both the 2022 and 2024 state elections. 
 

The second case challenges other provisions of HB 1878 that basically sought to outlaw voter 

registration drives by establishing strict requirements – subject to criminal penalties for 



 

 

 

violations – for those seeking to register more than 10 people to vote. A circuit court judge 

declared those provisions unconstitutional and issued an injunction blocking their enforcement. 
 

The cases are Missouri State Conference of the NAACP, et al. v. State of Missouri, et al., and 

League of Women Voters of Missouri, et al v. State of Missouri, et al. 

 
 

 

 

Judge Rules Law On ‘Explicit Sexual Material’ Unconstitutional 
 

A Jackson County judge on Nov. 17 ruled unconstitutional a 2022 state law that sought to make 

it a criminal offense to provide vaguely defined “explicit sexual material” to students, finding it 

violates both the due process and free speech provisions of Missouri Constitution. The 

challenged provision was part of wide-ranging legislation relating to judicial proceedings that 

passed the legislature with just a single dissenting vote. 
 

However, two advocacy groups for librarians took issue with a section of the legislation, Senate 

Bill 775, that made it a Class A misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in jail and $2,000 fine 

for anyone affiliated with a public or private school to provide students with “explicit sexual 

material.” They alleged the definition of what constitutes such material is so vague and 

overbroad as to put school librarians at risk of prosecution and imprisonment over legitimate 

and age-appropriate content choices in violation of their constitutional rights. 
 

Judge J. Dale Youngs agreed and permanently blocked enforcement of that provision. None of 

the other provisions of SB 775 – including those relating to child sex trafficking, sexual 

exploitation of a child and orders of protection – were challenged. The state is expected to 

appeal to Youngs’ ruling to the Missouri Supreme Court. The case is Missouri Association of 

Librarians, et al., v. Melissa Johnson. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 

 
I attended the 12th Annual Unsung Octogenarian Award spoonsored by the TJB Foundation. It 

was such an honor to present my constituent, Mrs. Emily Benard, a state resolution for her 

lifelong achievement to her family and her community. She was one of three recipients who 

received the award at the Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Center in my district.   

 

  

 

 

 
I attended the ribbon cutting and opening of the 

new Pediatric wing at Samuel Rodger’s Health 

Center in Kansas City. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Kansas City Water’s Household Hazardous Waste event, I dropped off 100 tires that had 

been illegally dumped in my neighborhood.   
 

 

It has been 

such a joy 

working 

with 

volunteers 

to get food 

out to folks 

who need 

support 

especially 

those who 

were 

impacted 

due to the 

government 

shutdown 

and SNAP 

delays.  In this photo, we just finished another successful food distribution at Ivanhoe 

Neighborhood Council. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Kansas City Area Food Pantries 

Food pantries and food banks play a key role in addressing food insecurity 

in the state of Missouri. Food insecurity is described by the United States 

Department of Agriculture as “access by all people at all times to enough 

food for an active, healthy life.” 

According to reports from the University of Missouri, almost 780,000 Missourians are food 

insecure while an additional 356,000 are experiencing hunger or very low food insecurity.  

Reports from Feeding Missouri states that there are 6 major food banks in our state that 

distributes over 120 million pounds of food every year through over 1,500 community feeding 

programs located across the state. As mentioned, food banks and pantries play a major role in 

reducing immediate hunger and food insecurity – but they alone cannot solve the ever-

increasing problem of hunger. This will take a collaborative effort of individuals, private, 

nonprofit, and public sectors. In my view, there needs to be major policy responses that address 

the root causes of food insecurity. 

If you know someone who needs food assistance, PLEASE CLICK THE ICON ABOVE to 

explore potential resources and share the information with them.  

 

 

 

Additional Food Pantries and Food Distribution Centers 

 

Fellowship Right Baptist Church Eunice Nevels Food Pantry 

4700 Pittman Road 

KCMO 64133   816-492-5958 

Distribution hours 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

 

 

https://foodpantries.org/ci/mo-kansas_city


 

 

 

Central Presbyterian Church Pantry & Clothes Closet 

3501 Campbell Street 

KCMO 64109   816-931-2515 

Wednesdays 9a.m.-11a.m.  

 

Harvesters Community Food Network 

3801 Topping Avenue 

KCMO 64129 816-929-3000  

 

Seton Center 

2816 E. 23rd Street  

KCMO 64127   816-231-3955 

Social Services, Dental Services, and Older Adult Services. Social Services includes a food 

pantry that provides food plus essential personal hygiene items (deodorant, soap, toilet paper, 

etc.), a thrift store with clothing vouchers, and assistance with rent, utilities, and prescription 

medication and eyeglasses. Social Services and Older Adult Services are restricted to an area in 

Kansas City, Missouri   

 

Greater Metropolitan Food Pantry/Homeless Ministry 

3735 Wabash Avenue 

KCMO 64109    913-278-7741 

Food Pantry distribution hours 3rd Saturday of each month 10a.m. -12p.m. 

Food Pantry with Nonperishable food and toiletries  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bishop Sullivan Center Food Pantry 

3936 Troost Avenue 

KCMO 64110   816-561-8515 

M-Thursday 9: a.m.-12p.m. 

(open you need a pantry card-to get one if you are a first timer – bring picture ID, ss card for all 

members in the house and a piece of mail with your address on it) 

 

Della Lamb Community Food Pantry 

500 Woodland Avenue 

KCMO 64106   816-842-8040 

Harvester's Mobile Food Distribution at Calvary Chapel Church of God in Christ 

5101 Bristol Avenue 

Kansas City, MO – 64129   Phone: (816) 877-1992 

Pantry hours Wednesday 6p.m.-7p.m. the first Friday of each month Harvester’s big truck 

9a.m.-11a.m. 

 

St. Paul's Food Pantry  

11 East 40th Main Street 

Kansas City, MO – 64111   Phone: (816) 931-2850 

Wednesday 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m. Saturday 9a.m.-11a.m. Open (They are not open on the 3rd 

Saturday of each month) 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Church Food Pantry 

5931 Swope Parkway 

Kansas City, MO – 64130   Phone: (816) 444-3693 

Open Tuesday and Thursday 10a.m.-12p.m. 



 

 

 

Glory Church 

3124 Troost Avenue 

Kansas City, MO 64109   479-252-0618 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 

Wednesday 12p.m.-2:30p.m. 

 

Macedonia Baptist Church 

1700 E Linwood Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO 64109 816-241-1431 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 

Wednesday 2p.m.-5p.m. 

 

Victorious Life Church 

3400 Paseo Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO 64109   816-561-3619 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. Dorothy Sorrells Food Pantry 

Open Every Tuesday   6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

 

Metro Lutheran Ministry – Central 

3031 Holmes Street 

Kansas City, MO 64109   816-931-0027 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. Mon 8:30 AM - 11:00 AM 



 

 

 

 Calvary Community Outreach 

3002 Holmes Street 

Kansas City, MO 64109   816 531-4683 

Drive-Thru Food Pickup 

A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your vehicle to take home. 

Every Friday of each month 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

 

Central Presbyterian Church 

3501 Campbell Street 

Kansas City, MO 64109 816-931-2515 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 

Wed 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

 

Metropolitan Missionary B.C. 

2310 Linwood Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO 64109   816-923-3689 

Drive-Thru Food Pickup 

A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your vehicle to take home 

Sat 2nd of each month 10:00 AM 12:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Linwood United Church 

3151 Olive Street 

Kansas City, MO 64109   816-612-5728 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 

Fri 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

 

Martin Luther King Junior 

2525 Euclid Avenue 

Kansas City, MO 64127   816-813-0517 

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to 

take home. 

Tue 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Open to building residents only. 

 

LINC 
 

2525 East 27th Street 
 

Kansas City, MO 64127 816-805-7551 
 

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to 

take home. 
 

Wed 11:45 AM 1:00 PM 

 

 

Vernell’s Pantry 
 

3634 Brooklyn Avenue 
 

Kansas City, MO 64109 816-781-7901 
 

Pantry An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to 

take home. 



 

 

 

Thu 2nd, 4th of each month 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
 

 

 

Emmanuel Family & Child 

 

4736 Prospect Avenue 
 

Kansas City, MO 64130 816-921-3164 
 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 
 

Mon 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM -Wed 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Thu 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

 

Oakland Heights (Oakland Heights residents only) 
 

2409 Michigan 
 

Kansas City, MO 64127   816-405-8967 
 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 
 

Wed 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM  
 

 

Pleasant Green Baptist Church 
 

2910 E 30th Street 
 

Kansas City, MO 64128   816-923-7814 
 

An indoor/outdoor site where you select or receive groceries and/or household items to take 

home. 
 

Thu 1st, 3rd of each month 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Renewed Hope Pantry East 

14500 E 39th Street 
 

Independence, MO 64055   808-779-1590 
 

Drive-Thru Food Pickup A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your 

vehicle to take home 
 

Wed 4th of each month 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
 

14506 E. 39th Street 
 

Independence, MO 64055   816-461-1101 
 

Drive-Thru Food Pickup A drive-thru where groceries and household items are placed in your 

vehicle to take home 
 

Thu 3rd of each month 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


